RICHARD CORBET

[Born 1582. Divine. He was friendly with the powerful Duke of
Buckingham, who procured the Deanery of Christ Church for him in
1620. In 1628 when the Deanery was required by the Earl of Dorset
for Brian Duppa, Corbet was elected to the vacant see of Oxford,
and was translated to Norwich in 1652.. He was acknowledged the
best poet of all the bishops of England, and though his verse was
usually in a rollicking satiric vein, he wrote one extremely bitter poem
Upon Mrs. Mallet, an unhandsome gentlewoman that made lorn to him. He
died in 1635.]
KCHARD  CORBET,  D,D.,   was   the   son   of Vincent
Corbet, who was a Gardner at Twicknam.    He was a
Westminster scholar;   old Parson Bussey, of Alscott in
Warwickshire, went to schoole with him.   He would say that
he was a very handsome man, but something apt to abuse, and
a Coward.
He was a Student of Christ Church in Oxford. He was
very facetious, and a good Fellowe. One time, he and some of
his acquaintance being merry at Fryar Bacon's study (where
was good liquor sold) they were drinking on the Leads of the
house, and one of the scholars was a sleepe, and had a paire of
goode silke stockings on. Dr, Corbet (then M.A. if not B.D.)
gott a paire of Cizers and cutt them full of little Holes, but when
the other awaked, and perceived how and by whom he was
abused, he did chastise him, and made him pay for them.
After he was Doctor of Divinity, he sang Ballads at the
Crosse at Abingdon on a market-day. He and some of his
Camerades were at the Taverne by the Crosse (which, by the
way, was then the finest of England; I remember it when I
was a Freshman; it was admirable curious Gothique Archi-
tecture, and fine Figures in the niches ; 'twas one of those built
by King Edward I for his Queen). The Ballad-singer com-
playned he had no custome ; he could not putt-off his Ballads.
The jolly Dr. putts-off his Gowne, and putts-on the Ballad-
singer^ Leathern jacket, and being a handsome man, and had
a rare full Voice, he presently vended a great many, and had a
great Audience.
He was made Deane of Christ Church. He had good Interest
with great men, as you may find in his Poems, and with the
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